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ing ‘about- what we’re
Krlshna 'zines,

' vtiied'df kids always wanting to
hna, so that they can prove to

. Bnd of discussion.

wa're not 1nto talklng ‘at
'we re 51ck of all the competltion and-all.of the.

han she is. If that’'s scme kzds_

VEGAN SARAH A

Steve EVR, Toliver, Josh, Jen, Tim, Mark, Vraja Kishor das Prabhu,
P Kim, Robin, Moon, Daisy Not Even, Vig Simba, Marge, Alicia and
Katie, Satyaraj, Tunga Vidya devi dasi, Jahnava devi dasi, Samantha
and Rosie, Shelter tour party, Rtadvaja Maharaj, Norm {for our
name), Mora, *"Rcbbie- love Swami", Bhakta Luke Mridunga das, Lenny
(your dogs are barkin’}, Chris Daley, Tony, Sri Kesava devi dasi,
Sachimata (the Gqueen of bhajans)}, John Revival, Gloria, Johnny
Woodbox, Richie and Noah (for being fired up), Erie Cloudbreak,

Eric EVR, Erica, Chris Saracheeny, Mark Rave, Matt and Matt, Katie,

Darren Hi impact, Jae, Chris Duncan, Jay and Nancy, Worlds COllldE,
Don Fury, Any kid that put up the 108/ Shelter tour party this
summer (please forgive us), Bhakta Henry and his driver, Marsha
Huha, Jai das, Tina, Bhaktin Kathleen Prabhuji, Vans, The Gap,
Bombay Bindi Dots Imc., (they sponsored us), Porcell, PFatty, All
Fall Down, Sean, Dom, Forrest, Gus SXE, Glenn and Shawn, Scott,
Bhaktin Karin, and Mother Kaulini,

Our most fallen cbeisances to His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada, the Founder-Acharya of the Krsna
consciousness movement, .and to Srila Dhanurdhara Swami
his wonderful disciple, ‘who tolerated late and loud 108
ghows and gave me inspiration. .
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Kate and Sérah would like to thank: Kaée'é sﬁeet hﬁshand, Bhakta
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Dear Kate,

This

3o
" another letter-in

line that ¥

: receive from me.

, Some  questionag for you. .

In geveral instances

. when reading about Krsna

‘most asked:gquestion; but

it was the question-that~;
I asked most whern I.first '

got inte Krsna: ‘FPirstiof

all, I can't deny the: .

fact that in. some .
the purportsg:i-in

Making their statement
with controlled anarchy

Matt Rudy, 18, is what you might call a mosher guri; he

Sees it as a spiritual pursult.

“You get into a pit, and you doa'l Know anybody in there *
* bul you have to lrust everyone (o 1t and pass you, 50 you

wont't tall and getl hurl,

“IU's pure emotion," he says. "You feei like you're in a
rage. bul il's not & negrative feeling. When I'm in a pit, I feel
lihe every feeling | have is being poured out of me, and ['m

“A teacher who was a hip-
pie in the '60s was asking me
about it. [ said we're the hip-
pies of today, but we're not
inte peace and love — we're
more angry at the govern._
ment, and we want change.

- ... The economy and jobs are
looking really blesk, This isa

© great way 10 proiest without
violence ggainst anyene eise.
It's a way to show our agares
sion without beating up people
in the street.”

Consciousness, I have * Prabhupada’s translation ' ! E "
- : e . SR ... doing all I can to survive. His tavorite acts a1 Lollapa-

oo come aCcross geveral’ Bhagavad-Gita, and’iin “Is controlled anarchy,” hie explains. “You car do what- looza: Rage Aganst the Ma-
%, bassages that belittle gome of the other bocks  gver you wan, bul there are cerlain rules everyone goes by. chine (“they're into political,

. {‘x women . If the Hare on Krsna consciougnessg i Ii's like the etiquette of 1he p}t,” ] , he st | ?‘?un'%r‘j'grn:]m:nmrﬁk éi r}};ﬂi
: 3 . { 1 “For instance, il someone falls in front of you, the 13 ') -rack, k
:l Krishnas put so i pmé?mp hy’h there 5 thing you 4o is reach down and grab them so they wor't et MATT AUDY: You have to | hard edge”)and Primus (“for
!3 D mch emphasis on the fact e fections where women are stepped on or kicked. When someone’s swimming (passed trust your fellow moshers, the stories n their songs™).

x \ that you are not your called "less overhead by the crowd) or stage diving (leaping from the - Matt fnishine? “Dad read edI:[tD:via(}q mtifaollukﬁz:lee{ ;g?ut
i i : .. i i " : siapge), you have (o keep your eyes open so you can catch att's moshing? " read an editorial in ] Pa
glgterl‘;ltggd{,l tWhYt o~ L ' ;E;f.ll tgent I r h - megme aﬁd they won't fa?l {hmugh. a gap.” and finally understood what we stand for, and it was reaily
p oome o ¢ -riterature ) e are. I'm not here, Malt, who iives in Hagerstown, Md, has been moshing £00d ~ he talked to me about it. He uncerstands why [

are there references to -to try and convince you
\ women as keing. lower : that this .is never said.’
. life forms and incapable . ', So, why would Prabhupada
¢ of understanding complex ~ ' write = scométhing which

since ninth grade; he says it's “the greatest way to enjoy mu-  mosh. Betore, he didn't like it because he heard hon:or_sm—
sie you really get inte. Music is my release. [ goto raves and  ries and was scared I'd get hurt. My mom still dpesnt like It. -
{dance}, but it's oniy fum; {t's not at the emotional level that She understands, but she doesn't want me to do it. But she
moshing is. i : won't tell me not to." B
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things? Why is there

4 30 much discriminatien

against a person who is

i not there body anyway,
. but

JIVA (soul)?
: Eare Krsna,.
Tim Butler

2, )
Dear Tim,

i Needless to say, I'm sick’
of writing back: kids: who!

Thank yoﬁ. so . much .
for writing in with an: .

intelligent guestion.

% oask me if Judge will;: be

doing a reunien toiif,:or
if Sammy is still SXE,
I have to say that

this question that you've -

asked is not only TH

" M, T L N T
*y‘fﬁg\g'?{ VA U

A

‘that wer

. seems so sexigt?

What is the méaning
of "leas intelligent"

canyway? Less ;

intelligent™ :
than whom? "Less,
intelligent” means less

‘intelligent than the

BRAHMANS, and KTSATRIYAS.
(intellectuals, and

 administrative types) And
_‘if you read farcher
,¥You’ll realize that there

are NO real brahmans ot
ktgatriyas born in Xali:
Yuga, which is this age
of:quarrel and hypocrisy:

"less intelligent".

So this seems unfair,
right? But it® not
because there is a way
to become a brahman. One
has to exhibit brahman
like qualities, ané then
take spiritual
initiation, which
is available to men and
women alike,

This whole "less
intelligent thing deesn't
mean women are stupid,
or that. female bodies
prevent..'us. from getting
our PhD’s or from being
greatly learned in the

Not only have I answered
this exact same guestion
in 48 states this summer,
but I‘ve answered it in
infinite letters and
conversations. I could
write soc much mere, but
frankly I'm sick of
justifying this same
thing again and again. I
hate to be a jerk

and all but I can't help
thinking... Why donr’t you
ask yourself these
questicns instead: Why
are there so few women

in prominent positions in
the hardcore scene? Why,

scriptures,. or; capable or until RiotGrrris and

respected, .7 (or:;:; from Chicksupfront

moshing hardj i A Posse started being
Ang why is active and reactive in

intelligence the. oot

most important o thing

anyway. I know plenty:of.

people who aren’t: that

intelligent, and 'they_f
aren’t any less wonderful

as people. Everyone has

different capabilities
and we should leafn to
respect all of them.
Some people are great
artists, great musicians
great coocks, great
athletes, great

at moshing etc. ete. Why

is only intelligence
valuable?

! CK Point sufficiently
discussed. I feel like
I'm bedating a dead horse,

the scene, were there
hardly any women at :
shows at all? (Compared
te the amount of males)
And why is hardcore

so predominantly white,
and male like so many of
the institutions

that hardecore - itself
criticizes? :
I know that originally
Punk was set up by the
working class in England
and even in BAmerica in
the beginning there

were real revolutionaries
who were the scene, but
what about now? This is
the scene you're involved
in, what are you doing te




geit? If you look at

ctical examples, its
g Krsna Grrrlg 5
ho'are in the bands {(2nd
Jfully encouraged to do
80 by disciples of
Prabhupada}, we are doing
a ‘zine, help run a
- record label, Sarah
moshes like a madwoman
upfront, and we’'re being
criticized as belonging
to a sexist organization?
Seems like the hardcore
8cene has a longer way to
92 on some of these
‘issues thar the Krsnas
do. But, anyway...
Thanksa,
Kate 108

Dear Kate,

I don’'t know if these
are rumors or not but
from what I hear, Bhakta
Jay. Krsnafest has a
30,000 s Honda. and
Raghunath has a jeep
Chercgkee with. a car
phone. These belongings
8eem material to me, and
these two (in my book}
are figure heads in the
Krsna Consciousness
movement. How can they
justify these belongings?
Are these two guys just
a bunch of phonies?

tour. " As  far as Jay

Joes, I'm not even Sure

he's old enough  tg

drive. .,

Now there are foup
points Iaq like £o:

address on thig issue
One, if Shelter owned ™
nothing, everyone would
criticize them for being:
brainwashed and giving
everything to the temple.
Two: how much money could
4 member of any hardcore

band really make, even if

they’re fairly big, like

Shelter? 6,000 2 year -

maybe? One fourth of the
émount that is considered
the national - poverty
level People are so
stupid and assume that
because they see

Raghunath wearing a shirt -

from the Gap on stage,
{which was most likely a
Christmas present from my
parents to Stewve AnYWay).,
that he’s some sort of a
million heir, No offense
to good cld Ray, but herg
no spring chicken and he
forgot to g0 to college
or plan ahead for the
future 1like he should
have, ‘18tead, he'g

been ‘fp,aying hardcore
shows for the past 12-14
‘¥ears. 1Is he supposed to
A. never have a family
B.get a job selling
garage door openers. . .. I
mean; I guess you could
58y, Yeah Ray deserveg to
get a job, I have to,
But it seems 8illy to me
that somecne should work .

cancerous

to mug a
tumor? See what I mean?

its used to
Kate 108
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But what if
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cut

cont. o e newt page...
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pay

are’
to
its

pecple.
going

£
| =pend it on_@rugs}:meat,
want

the
Ever j

Dear Victim of a Vicious
Rumor,

Ah Yes! You win the
prize for the second most
agked questiop pertaining
tO Krsnas in the scene.,,
First off, Raghunath
doesn’'t even own a
skateboard, let alone a
phone, a bed, a stereo,
records, ' or any of the
stuff even the usual
pecple in  high scheol
have. Shelter does own a
van and I can’t even say
‘that nicely, considering
how often that piece of
Poops  broke down this

agree
..Qr
is

{nc pun
is

likely
I'd want heaps F

Porcell .won‘t ever::sleep

jon:a bed,: .

It’g: not
bad,

Sa,

v,

sof -
- 8ystem, -

indugtry, -

where they: take  part’ in
I'd

can: -
that
is

not. .
If T cwned a

sex
movies,
- Most

.oppressive -

ithat

ingtance,

they: " don't
element
.you 5.
tead of 10 dollars tp“

.third point.

if: those guys' made:a ‘ton

of ‘money, what would:the
things
money .

scalpel good or bad?

see them play... -
And’ here’s the fourth

fand final point.
tended),

Ok,
greedy as heck for mere,.

use it for? Ultimately, .
they’'re going to uge'it G
‘cause I‘d use it for
potentially good or bad.

millions and I'd be
how you use it that

# something good.
§l not money that

some
taxes.
For

the

alcohol, i
f:anything Iike that. Many

for
| berieficial

in
of

ins
jhow much money you make

and pay taxes ro. a govt
| They' re

fl devotees don't even. pay. .
f anyway .

} homeless shelter
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Evervyonse expects some big
eXposition of why K.C. 1isn't
sexist, but they’ie not g@nna ;
get it from me. Not now 'at ' i
least. And I really hate this
pressure I feel to dwell on
this subject. Yeah - kids are
tired of Yic trying to explain
the sexist issues away and

they expect girls to lay it on
even thicker. But, sorry. I
want to be honest with kids
and most kids jJust want to
Light me. So honestly, yeah
there are some things that I

T fight against it. . Buf
has no bearing or whether:
right to be straight or n
¥ you know. And likewise i
“'think things are messed up
i the K.C. movement or w

~

interpret as sexist and there
are definaéely devotees  who
are 'sexist, So. Ultimately

certain devotees, Oh well
it has. no bearing on’ tru

> This is £ruth: o

ydaivi sampad  vimoks
fnjbandﬁéyisgr; ma
The . transcedental qualit
! are conducive to liberat

there is nothing oppressive
about developing a leving h
relationship with Radha and
Krishna. But you think that’s
my imagination- anyway. It’s
easy to get turned off +to
something because vyou: see
jerks. And usually jerks are
the loudest ones. I got into
sXe or being straight because
it was wultimately the right
thing to do - the
right path. Things about it
are sexist, Kids involved are
sexist. So. I don’t like it,

"%ﬁereas_the:démonic qualit
{ﬁakefns'for' bondag

_'If'Q_ am

F

>
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o |

His face, like a lotus encircled by curls, S
Shines like the moon on the cowherd girls. .

colorthish aMd send +o:
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' Okay. Sowhat 1 wanted to tell you about are these really cool
jadies there, called the WIDOWS OF VRNDAVANA. ['ve been to india
three times and each time | go, the widows of Vrndavana become more
intriguingto me. I'm fascinatedand inspired by ther fifestyle. We dont
hear much in school about great saintly women renunciates who five
peacefully and simply, depending on God for all of therr needs. In the
Krishna conscious tradition there are many such women renunciates
and it's awesome to think that there are so many living on the planet
right now who defy this modern materialistic animalistic society and all

it's phony belief systems.

There's a whole contigency of littte old ladies in Vndavana who
voluntarily gave up their homes, jobs, families, and ail material
comforts just to live like poor mendicants. Although they appear
N . . impoverished, they are actually the wealthiest people in the world.

You've probably heard of Vrndavana. It's a very special,
well-known place, and everybody there is a Hare Krishna. For Realt
All the people that live there are Hare Krishnas. They all chant
| Hare Krishna continuously, dress in Krishna attire (saris and dhotis),

and wear tilak (that funny looking yeliow paint) on thek noses.

Externally they look tike bag ladies from the bowery. Therr
clothes are old, faded and torn they only have one or two sets which
they hand wash daily. Most of them don't even have shoes, and they
. shave their heads for simplicity and renunciation. For housing, Iilge
squatters, they find some unpretentious unused space and meke it
their humbile homes. B

In fact, if you went there in Vans, an oversized sweatshirt,
il and s0 on, sveryone would lock at you like you were real strange.
The tradition and culture of Ymdavana has been around for a lot

ionger than any scene in western society. They would be considered total outcasts in Western Society, but

in Vrndavana they are regarded as great saintly persons. Just by

seeing them it's obvious why. These radical little ladies ore as :

beautiful as shining stars, radiating inner beauty and satisfaction. g

Aithough their bodies are old, they appeer like fresh youths because

they are experiencing thier true nature, the eternally youthful soui You

don't need material prestige, plastic beauty, or the latest material }
]

Inatead of saying, “Hi. What's up?”, everyone greets each
ciher by saying. “Hare Krishna", “Hari Bol" and “Jaya Radhe".
These phrases, which you've probably heard devotees say, are
from the ancient sanskrit language and have been popular ways
of greeting each other and glorifying Ged for thousands of years.
They are especially prevaient in Vrndavana where everyone is a

" t happiness from within.
devotee of Krishna and is aiways spontaneously glorifying Him. gadget to feel happy, when you've got happin :

They have full faith thet Krishna will maintain and protect them in
every respect. They do not waste their time making I‘nwlous
temporary, material arangement. They prefer to use their time {

mes 1

| want to tell you one story which demonstrataes the spiritual
potency of this holy land. My spiritual master (teacher), His Holiness
Srita Dhanurdhara Swami, once invited his parents to Vmdavana
where he's been living for the past eighteen years. It was quite a
shock for them at first, because it's the antithesis of American cultur:
Materially it appears primitive, but spiritually and culturally Ymdava
is thriving. '

sngaged in chanting the sublime holy names of the Lordand
discussing and meditating on the uniimited sweet nectarean pasti
of Lord Sri Krishna, which fill them with limitless bliss.

THE WIDOWS OF VRNDAVANA

His parents weren't devotees of Krishna, but they love their s
and wanted to visit him, even if it meant going to Vrndavana. After
few days there, Dhanurdhara Swami's mother admitted to him that
woke up in the midde of the night and spontaneously started chant
HARE KRISHNA, HARE KRISHNA, KRISHNA KRISHNA, HARE HA|
and she didn't want to stop. )




Because they understand therr true identity as spirit soul, the
widows of Vrndavana are free from false ego ie: |, me, mine. They | .
don't see anyone as an enemy or feel that they have to defend
themseives when insults come. They are fixed in the concept of the - -
true self as being beyond insuit, attack, abuse, etc.. As it is said in the
Bhagavad Gite, the true self, the soul cannot be cut, burnt,withered, or -
affected in any negative way. They are therefore extremely humble,
and they ere always ready to offer all respect to others, because they
see them as eternal servants of Krishna t00. -

Sometimes we see them walking along the parikrama path (a
path for walking on holy pilgramage), hands in their japa bags
chanting the Hare Krishna mantra absorbed in love of God. When they
- see a devotee they call out Radhe Syam! Radhe Syam! which means
all glories to the divine couple Radha and Krishna. Sometimes they
even bow down on the ground to the Western devotees to pay their
respects. They don't think we are inferior just because we have white

This is a significant point for us broad-minded, prejudice-free
people to ponder. Our Western society, particularly the leaders (the
dogmatic trend setters) who are supposed to be so educated, culturally
aware, broad minded, and so on, completely ostracize any individual
or group that's doing something different than them. Even the street
beggar in Imdia with no modern education is above that. In India, and
particularly in Vrndavana, the Western devotees are accepted. Were
not judged or outcasted because of our external appearance. The
people understands what real equality means. The Western world
could learn a lot, even from the materiaily uneducated person in. :
Vrndavanawho is free from petty prejudice. In Vrndavana there is no
status quo. Everyone is an individual and is respected and loved for
ot

- They come before the disties offering heartfelt prayers, often sitting

; The widows spend a good portion of their day visiting the
various temples in Vrdavana of which there are over five thousand.

together singing devotional tunes, playing a variety of traditional é
instruments like drums, gongs, cymbals, and organs and becoming
totally absorbed in the music and the chanting. It's impressive.
sometimes they spontaneously get up and start dancing, and each [
dance depicts a different pastime of Krishna which evokes in them
deep sprritual emotion. It's awe-inspring. They go on for hours g
because the nature of their music and lyrics gives them spiritual
ecstacy. Just by watching them you feel ecstatic!

B
L

By Western material standards the widows of Vrndavava appeer
to be in preity bad shape. In America they would be put into some
scuzzy sheiter and written off as loony. But by spirituai standards these
holy ladies possess the most precious jewel. They possess real, pure ,
love for Krishna (and alt other living entities), and are therefore free
from ait material facades and miseries.

The widows of Vrndavana are a perfect example of women
living within this world but not being pulled down by its cheap false
concepts of femininity and standards of acceptance. The things we
value in the West (except you East Bayers), which are aiso valued by
people all over this world have been totally disregarded by these
women. As we all complain about capitalist, exploitative mentaiities,
these women live out ouwr ideal. They've never even heard of MRR, or
modern ferminist goals of seif dependence and self reliance, yet they
are living freer (and undoubtedly happier) lives than most of us. So
while | mainly wanted to talk about these women | am so endeared to, |
also want to let you know - - They are PUNK (and you thought punk

was religious exdusive).
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by Vraja Kishor das

"It is very important to note that as long as the
jiva (socul) considera himself as male, he ig barred from
participating in such intimate devotional mellows. This
realm 1s far beyond any bodily conception, for the
primeval gpiritual state of the smoul receives a famale
form for participating in this rare mellow that has
absolutely nothing in common with mundane forms, male or
female,"”

{excerpt from Bhaktivinode Thakur’s
commentary on Sri Manah Siksa by
Srila Raghunath das Goswami, verse B}

1} The original and supreme identity of the soul is female.
Re;oyerzn@ this purely female identity is the highest
spiritual perfection.

Male ‘identity is an imposition on our original, pure
consciousness, It keeps us in illusion. and disqualifies us
from participating in spiritual reality.

2@ $piritual ;eality is not limifed_by material conceptions.
Similarly, spirltual femininity is . not limited by material

concepts of male and female. She is a wholly distinct and
self-situated entity. R

2a)qutg material femininity and masculinity are crippled,
limiting, and faulty identitied.- They are hoth more or
less contaminated by the male dominating mood; called
"purusha-abhiman in Sanskric.

"Purusha" means masculinity, not just in the sense of
being a tough guy, or having a certain set of sex
organs.. Rather, "purusha" indicates the abstract
masculine drive towards a sense of superiority and
‘Gominion- a drive which has. infected material men
and women alike, R '

'Thus,.pure female consciousness i@ completeiyulacking in the
material world. Whether we call ourselves "women® or "men"
*We are more or lesa imitation "purushas".

2b) There ig, however, a true purusha, who - is the .
reality of which material masculinity ie the vain

imitation. This true purusha is kndwa by the name

of "Rrighna”. His masculinity is not/an imitatiomn,

for all of his masculine gualities are honestly and
naturally found in Him. Thug, He is the only peraon
who c¢an exhibit pure masculinity, completely free
from any demeaning, domineering, or egoist
aftertaste.

3) By imitating the purusgha we impose a sense of male-ego over
gur original pure femininity, and incarcerate ourselves in
ignorance. if we want to get out of our ignorance, we must
revive our original, pure female consciousness.

4) This is not accomplished by '"womanly" external
behavior (although i confess, a lot times when i walk

down 2nd Ave. people ask me why i wear a "pink aressr.)
Whether you or i externally appear to be a man or a woman

is meaningless to our apiritual advancement. It is our
internal spiritual femininity which must be revealed. this is
done by ¢ultivating an internal mood of simple devotion to the
Supreme Goddess, Srimati Radharani.

By assisting Radharani in Her loving relationship with
Krishna, our original pure, bligsful femininity will
exfoliate.

5) But at the this stage in our spiritual development we can
hardly even see Radharani, much less interact with Her-so how
can we agsist Sri Radha? By assigting her assistants.

Srila Prabhupada is doubtlessly among the most confidential
agsistants of Sri Radha. He is serving Her by spreading
Krishna conscicusness. If we help him do this, then we are
algco engaged in Syimati Radharani's service. By this service
our original femininity will unfold. We will finally and
totally be free from the oppression of "purusha abhiman."

That is the ultimate goal of every devotee, no -- of every
soul.
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SARI TYING

FOR BEGINNERS

Every woman has a well stocked arsenal of
anger potentially useful against those oppressions,
personal and institutional, which brought that
anger into being. Focused with precision it can
become a powerful source of energy serving progress .
and change. And when I speak of change, I do not
mean a simple switch of positions or a temporary

" leszening of tensions, nor the ability to smile or
feel good. I am speaking of a basgic and radical
alteration in those assumptions underlining our
lives, .

I have seen situations where white women
hear a racist remark, resent what has been said
become filled with fury, and remain silent because
they are afraid. That unexpressed anger lies within
them like an undetonated device, usually to be
huried at the first woman of Color who talks about
racism.

But anger expressed and translated into action
in the service of our vision and our future is a
liberating and strengthening act of clarification,
for it is in the painful process of this translation
that we identify who are our allies with whom we have
grave differences, and who are our genuine enemies.

- Audre Lorde
Sister Outsider

| used to have a lot of anger. And | liked it. . lik
the anger. | liked the burning and even_t_hé kn
that-had-permenantly formed in my stomach an
my throat. And now it's gone. Now my energy i
‘gone. I'm iusf-'sad. Sadness without an
desperation. So | just want to lie in bed and watc
TV ‘,_X no think pos X. Where is my screamin
voice? It's high and piercing,"but | haven't heard
for awhile. Instead | find myself saying, “It wa
hice,” or “oh, that't be fine.” in a small voice - n
my voice. And | cry. Not sobbing, that might sho

‘| was alive. But streams of tears.  Quiet cryin
Quiet. :







OK. So I write corny
Llyrics and I'm shameless
| enough to publish them,
land distribute them en

ymasse. I'm just following
ﬁmy fanzine gurus and this’
was their methed,
besides, I 1like it.
yway, Norm (who plays
gnltar in Shelter}, Chris
Daily (that devotee
without a sikhal, me and
one other surprise guest,
are doing an "emo as the
hills" type band. These
are the lyrica from one
of the songs which 1 hope
will be on the 7 inch.
You might have heard
about this band.
don't have a deflnlte
name yet, but when we do,
I promise that it will be
thoroughly "emo as the
gillis" too.

So, thisg song is
about female oppression,
iIts about the root of
that problem, I'll try
to explain. You see,
thig particular kind of
exploitation comes from
the fact that men think
that women are just
bodies that they can get
some pleasure from. They
think they own women and
that women exist for them
uge in whatever way they
want., The whole society
isg fueled by this
miginformation. Many men
have lost
compassion and
understand that the
possibility of mutual
love between all people
exists. But, before that
happens we need to get
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over and beyond these
false concepts of the
self. Everybody needs to.

Men and women alike. Itg
not as though women
aren't in illusion over
their real identities,
Most are. Its just that
because of the way the
- power sgtructure is get
up, women get exploited
by men, not the other way
around. Under a different
system, women could
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fhis

is alse not the
solution.

The idea is to get
over migidentification
with the body. And is
this just some sort of
cop out, Somea non-
solution that somebody
concocted? Disgust
fanzine <cracked on me

this summer saylng that I
had forsaken my feminist
beliefs for an easier
route. Well, they can
stuff it. I stand by my
resolution that
exploitation can only
really end when we shed
these false coverings or
at least shed the Ffalse
concepts of ourselves as
female and male. {See
Vraja Kishore's artlcle)
While we're still is this
realm of bedies, I
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propose that we can at
least try to look past
the superficial shells at
the individual who
-inside., .If a man could
see a woman as an eternal
individual, above and
beyond her temporary
bodily features,

instead of as an object
to be acquired, 1like a
toolbox or a loaf of
bread, to be uged and
devoured, would there be
any question of his using -
her? Would he continue
to whistle at women on
the street?

A3 a4 gide. not I would
like to point out the
lack of effectiveness
that thisg method,.
{whistling at a person,
or yelling hey baby) has
had  historically, I
can’t think of one woman
who responds positively
to a whistle,.

The second part of
this song that I want to
explain is the part "Let
me be who I really am..."
Who I really am is not
Kate 108, or , Kate
Upstate, or Project Kate
or what ever. I‘m not a
woman, and I am not
. American etc. I am an
eternal apirit ‘soul, a
- servant, of the servant
of Radharani, 8he isg the
greatest devotee of
Krsna, and everyone.who
ig trying to be a devotee
is begging to be her
servant. == She is the
person who knows what
Kisna is all. about. And
she feels: the  greateat
happiness. ~ 'So, (I will
now take ‘the. iiberty of
quoting an old Growing Up
Skipper song), "I WANNA
- HE LIKE HER!*®

.“ I_think1every work of art

is an act - of faith-or we

wouldn’ t bothef_‘to do it.

It is a message in a
bottle; a shout in the |
dark. It’s saying: I'm
here, and 1 believe you are
somewhere, and that ‘you;a
will answer, 1if neCessaryu
acrﬁ)ss‘ -tjjne,' - Ilot
necessarily . in - my

F 4

lifetime.

—Jeanette Winterson
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he Krgna Grrvl
ain't no ordinary
gal. Definitely the

march-to-your-own-beat

Type.

| 7o her, waiting around fo’r_-.
Mr. Right makes about as.
much senee as holding out”
for the latest fashions |

from Faris,

She picks when and'who.'_.
And she picks Radhas Krona
Because only they let hér.
exercise her right to esh‘-.__ :

expression,

gxrub:
vegan cookbook.

one dollar & two stamps please.

| [po box 283 st. 101115 mo 63011}




How long do you expect me to laugh
along with your jokes, all the things you
say that I'm not supposed to take personally.
You're my friend right. 'm your friend. That’s
supposed ta be the arrangement. And I try
to justify it for you. You know - I try to just
believe that you're concerned about me and
that in a way you're scared that I won't be your
friend anymore. | try to believe this.
But we both know that I'm just the

same. | have the same convictions. [ do the
same basic things. If [ haven’t changed and my
attitude toward you hasn't changed, why have
you? Iknow you understand me, you more than
almost anyone else. It's important for you to be
able to communicate your views and feelings, to
have that freedom. And that's important for me
also. Other people try and pretend that somehow
being into Krsna invalidates everything else in
my life, everything I stand for, everything [ cry
about, everything 1 love. You know that what it

is is a constant attack. That kids constantly
generalize - | worship Ray Cappo, I'm below even
borderline intelligence, I've been sucked in - And
you add to this while I censor myself around you
so that you're not made to feel uncomfortable.
Won't you let me try and love Radha and Krsna
while I'm trying to love you?
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f?I wagn’'t raised for this.

-t

It wasn't su bosod to happen this way.

And I oarry in me all these false designations and

-false judgaﬁQnt-'¢glﬁy'ithh. Beauty, elafhol,

RTETRT

.wozm‘hair and it’s all temporary. Unrealistic and

p"vgding. Even-ihfiliiﬁQdéi;;nibihosl.

" Temporasy

1ing. But it's still expected.

to be valued over #h‘?éfﬁq;jf

'ing it’s based upon will change and die.
”} that. What I feel is the _
at. I feel is the need to cxuclig _ ]
 p;ocgu:e to preve myself.

But I dop’t oare 0.K.

1 eeuld'novok win.

even worth it to look.




Some Glories of Srimati Radharani

e our adoration of Srimaté Ragharagiaii
i i i i i i ar beyon
kind of "girl-thing.® Srimati Radharani is 80 ,
igT: mi?e/fema%e duality. We just wagt to offer some praise to thg
original and supreme KRSNA GRRRL: Sri Radhalll

We hope you won't mistak

(catu-pushpanjali,

by Sri Rupa Goawami )

"Oh Queen of Vrindab i
: ; an, Sri R -
gngie:;og ;.asr:ogf refplendent tl'?fx:! Erlno]i
ue lotus f
long and raven-black, entwi g
like g shining black hoog

worship vyou! Your faji

! ai
ten gold.  Your sari is thg
braided hair ig

"Even the beautiful lotus in full bloom, or the rising full moon
cannot. compare to the beauty of your breath taking face. You are
much more exquisite. Your shining forxehead is marked by a t
satfron tiloka." PR =

. i -
+ "Your fine nose is decorated with a ring studded with the noblest
pearl... The gentlest cleft of your delicate chin is decorated with
a dot of black musk." )

i d your sapphire
1ike lotus stems ar e
aggfya§§ngle with your glightest MOVEeme: P
h their sweet music."”

nYour nicely formed
in-laid bracelsta 30
pleasing all ears wit

g T

"Your hands are beautiful and soft, like the lotus...You have a
wonderfully slender belly,is concave-carrying the heavy burden of
your full breasts." w80

(vilap-kushmanjali, by Raghunath das. Goswami) ' (mot ray...)

"Oh Supreme Ladyship, Queen of my heart; Oh Radha! If you don’t
grant me the vision to see your transcendental pastimes, than what
use do I have for this 1life which' is burning in the fire. of

excruciating sorrow.?"

g lady-of-mercy, yes lately I am passing my time in hardship and
pain- but I am floating in an ocean of hope (expecting your mercy) .
But if you do not give me your mercy right now, in this very life,
then everything, including even Vrindaban and Krishna himself, will
become useless and meaning less to me." i :




